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7 Mr. GU RN E V, 
On his Book of Snor T-WAITING. 
Culpantur fruſtrd calami.--= Hos, 


F Y Intuition is the Seraph taught 

To read the Mind, and interchange the Thought ? 
Does on his Breaſt the living Language lie, 

and quick Ideas circle at the Eye ?--- - 

--Nor has Mankind an Art unequal found : 

and taught the Eye to catch the letter'd Sound: 

hile thus the Dumb exulting tell their Care, 

and Deafneſs ſees the Sounds he cannot hear. 

But flow the ſpealing Hand till Guxx Rx ſprung, 
and form'd the Finger rival to the Tongue. 
Tale-licens'd Travellers are wont to boaſt 

Amazing Converſe in the Realms of Froſt; 

ips move unheard, each Sound in Ice entomb' d, 
tagnate his Current, and his Wing benumb' d, 
lumbers inactive, till a warmer Sky 

nbinds the Glebe, and bids the Accents fly--- 

hus Gurney's Arts the fleeting Word congeal, 

And ſtay the Wanderer to repeat his Tale, 

hen the quick Eye-ball thaws the letter'd Plain, 

alls out the Sound, and wakes the dormant Strain. 
Taughs by thy Rules, while panting Hearts indite, 
Dbedient Hands with equal Ardour write; 

And diſtant Friends rejoicing know to ſpeak, 

rapt in a Sheet, the Converſe of a Week : 

o further, Gurney, and thy wond'rous Toil 

hall print the Sigh, and imitate the Smi'e. 

hate'er the Tongue or trembling String copy 
hall live obedient to the echoing Hands, 

ach Air and Grace the faithful Letter bring, 

Silvia liſp, or ſoft Amelia ling, 


Cambridge, St. Johns. 
May 14, 1751. 


«pt 


11 
4 
I! 
a! 
I. 


WY 


. 
oh i 
[{ 
[1 


„ the AUTHOR, 


Scribas, ut toto non quater anno | + 
| Hor, 


Membranam poſcas. 


HE nice-wrought Acorn (ſay the Lehrws), containg 

The Oak's vaſt Branches in its little Veins ! 

Each Leaf diſtin, and ev'ry Fibre-Line 

Mark'd unentangled on the ſmall Deſign: - 

Nor leſs the Wonders of the Pygmy Scene, 
That live the Miniature of Gurney's Pen. 

Von ſpacious Landſcape of the painted Mead, 
The winding Flood, and Mountain clad in Shade, 
The Gem-ſet Concave of the Midnight Pole, 
Where wand'ring Worlds in wild Confuſion roll, 
Fair, as we gaze, and undiſorder'd lie, 
Plann'd on the little Tablet of the Eye, 

Thus Gurzey's Art contracts the mighty Plan, 
And ſinks th' Immenſe of Science te a Span. 
Lo! here a Line confines a Tully's Rage, 
Or Livy's Empire ſtretches half a Page ; 
Poetic Fires in narrow Limits dwell, 
And learned Oceans ſlumber in a Shell. | 

Had earlier Ages, happy as our own, 
Ingenious Friend, thy flying Finger known; 

If Pages then beneath thy Daſh had ſprung, | 

Th' unfiniſh'd Sounds till trembling on the Tongue, 
O'er pregnant Sheets the quick Ideas ſpread, 

As ſhow'ry Drops imprint the duſty Mead ; 

Nor pale-ey' d Scribes had watch'd their Midnight Oil 

O' er the ſlow Progreſs of their Folio---Toil : 

Nor lab'ring Science would have ſaught Redreſs 

From the nice Structure of th' * Preſs. 
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7 „ NUR 
Nondum lingua filet : dextra peregit opus. Mart. 
N leſs enlighten'd Ages hadſt thou liv'd, | 

Gurney, thine Art had Witchcraft been believ'd ; ; 
With doubtful Fear they'd view'd the ſtrange Deſign, 
And thought Inchantment dwelt in ev'ry Line. 
The ſavage Prince, who left his native Sands, 
To learn the Science of politer Lands, 
Admiring thought Europeans ſaw the Sounds, 
And painted Accents o'er the ſpotted Grounds, 
| Had he then ſeen thy magic Lines appear, 
* The tardy Words ſtill tingling in his Ear; 
I pluck'd from the Wing of Time, thy Pens exceed 
(Amaz'd he'd cry'd) their fleeting Sire in Speed. 
Labours of Ages, ſuch, thine Art we view 
Intire, and yet epitomiz'd by you. 
Tedious the Folio; but the little Plan 
In Expedition qualifies the Man, 
_ Gurney, for ever bloom thy generous Praiſe, 
And wear unrival'd the compendious Bays. \ 
Dec. 13. 1751. 


ontaing 


H. B. 
Sues To Mr. GURNEY,&c. 
| N vain the Poet taught th'unletter d Age: 
t Oil Committed to his Memory, the Page 


Imperfe& hung: His feeble Mind convey'd 

Fictitious Numbers, Subjects unarray'd ; 

Till Time the tedious midnight Volumes fill'd, 

That to ſuperior Gurney's Art muſt yield. 
Quick flies the Pen to actuate the Thought; 

Catches the Accent in the Inſtant wrought 


Diſplays 


5 Pifptaye it to the Eye ; ; then feeds the 4. my 
On Wit and Beauty; in the vaſt Expanſe 
Unlimited the fond Conceptions find, | 
That ſwell the Thought, and captivate t a Mind. 
In this ſhort Page he ſcorns the vulgar Rules, 
And mounts above the Limits of the Schools, 
On Pega ſean Wings aloft he flies; | 
Secrets explor'd from hidden Nature tries; 
Where Time anticipated bounds the Scene, 5 
Fill'd with the ſwifter Progreſs of his Pen. 
Such is thine Art, and ſuch the grand Deſign! 
Figures make Senſe, and bid th' Idea ſhine, 
In copious Excellence, th' abſtracted Sound, 
Lives without Letters, and in Words 24 jag 
Iy)be univerſal Regiſter of Fame 
Shall fix in Record gen'rous Gurney's Nat Moore 
Improv'd Mankind ſhall join the great Abpleuſe, | 
And nobleſt Numbers own the nobleſt __ 


Sept. I7. 178. | | W. B, 
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* B. Mete en e Hundreds of 1 have been 
ſeold, and, at the End of each, the Purchaſer had a 
Promiſe Where to direct to have his Difficulties 
ſolved, if any ſhould ariſe in the Purſuit of the 
Art; I can aſſure the Publick I have not received 
a Letter on ſuch Occaſion; but, on the contrary, 
many with Thanks for, and Encomiums on, the 
Work : Some of which I have taken the Liberty 
to publiſh in this Second Edition, and hope the 
Two ingenious Authors of the Firſt and Second 


Poems, whoſe Perſons I never ſaw, will nm; 
this my Freedom with theirs, | | 
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